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EUROPÄISCHE ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT DER NIEDERGELASSENEN ÄRZTE
EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP OF PRACTITIONERS AND SPECIALISTS IN FREE PRACTICE
GROUPEMENT EUROPÉEN DES MÉDICINS EN PRATIQUE LIBRE



The EANA unanimously adopted the following statement 
on telemedicine at its meeting on May 23, 2008 in Stockholm
[bookmark: _GoBack]The EANA generally weicomes the introduction of telemedicine/e-health in the health care sector of the European countries. The further development of the health insurance card into the European electronic health insurance card, the cross-sectoral networking of the national health care systems and the electronic collection, storage and exchange of patient data shall contribute to improve the quality of care, transparency, as well as communication.
The EANA urges political stakeholders in all European countries to:
take into account the following specific features relevant to the exercise of the medical profession:
1. the doctor is the trustful partner of the patient
1. the preservation of medical secrecy is an indispensable ethical principle
and to observe the following principles in the implementation process of telemedicine/e-health:
1. collection, storage and exchange of patient data may only be performed by the attending doctor, and only after the patient has given informed consent, no merit-rating system shall be applied,
1. patient data remain stored with the attending doctor and must only be accessible after informed consent has taken place
Apart from this, the European electronic health insurance card shall contain necessary information on:
1. identity
1. insurance status of the card holder
1. key for accessing emergency data and medication (electronic prescription)

The trustful relationship between the doctor and the patient is a central element in medical care in all European countries and the application of telemedicine must preserve dignity and the right to seif-determination of both, the patient and the doctor.
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